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Sheikh Mohammad Hassan Al-Mudhaffar and His Method in ( Al-Ifsah
an Ahwal Ruwa ul-Shah)

Ali Abdul-Hussein Al-Mudhaffar
Abstract

Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds, and prayer and peace be
upon His prophet Mohammad and his honourable household.

The Hadith as synonymous of the Holy Quran is the second source of
legislation, and since it has undergone different stages of recordation
between prevention and permission , this left a great effect on its
documentation and the certainty of the correctness of all the hadiths
attributed to the prophet ( prayer and peace be upon him). Hence there
was a need to set studies and criteria that distinguish its true and weak,
and this can only be achieved through knowing the ways of its narration
and conditions of its reporting, which is known as hagiography. Since its
very beginnings, the research and recognition process has been
coincided, and so was that of consolidation for many traditionalists and
this was known as ( invalidation and amendment). So many books of
Hadith have been written till the late scholars focused on some of them as
they considered the most correct books of hadith for what conditions
their writers set when choosing their hadiths and what they applied to the
narrators of their chains of authorities, yet they never been away of
criticism and study, and extraction of what is incorrect. Hence so many
books were written throughout centuries to research in the traditionalists
attitudes and classes, and this is what we exhibited through the research.
The book of Al-Mudhaffar came to as one of continuous links of those
writings. The sheikh it is urgent need for such study at thus time due to
the new cultural openness and continuity the Islamic world witnesses
through wide publication and availability of books without sectarian or
religious obstructions. My choosing for this subject as a title for my study
was a legal inheritor of right Islamic thought and knowledge, coming
from a desire of me since I knew study and research in the sciences of the
prophetic traditions. And because of the great cognitive value this
scientific personality has in the school of Najaf and the Islamic world,
and the importance of this book in its subject and its being unique in the
Hawzawi studies of Imamiya, especially that of Najaf that did not knew
such kind of books, I chose this subject as project for my study to attain
the master degree though I know the difficulty of this work. The study is
divided into three chapters, conclusion, and bibliography:
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The first chapter was divided into two section. The first studied the
intellectual life of Najaf school from its rise till the time the sheikh Al-
Mudhaffar, reviewing the most important time stages of this school, and
defining the most important hagiographical books at his time, while the
second was devoted to study the sheikh's life beginning from his lineage,
birth, and scientific rise till his most prominent scholars with some
explanation of his scientific position and sample of his jurisprudential
opinions and books, and some mentioning of his most outstanding
students and sample of his poetry, ending the chapter with hid death.

The second chapter was devoted to study the book and the sheikh's
method in its writing. It was divided into two aspects: the first was for
criticism, in which we criticized the six books of Al-Sihah after defining
each of them, explaining the method the sheikh adopted when criticizing
those books such as the way of their collecting, the definition of their
narrators, and what are the narrations recorded in these books, depending
in all of that on the sources they adopted. In the second aspect of the
chapter, we studied his method in his writing of the book. It studied the
general conditions on which the book's interpretations were selected, and
the elements of the interpretation and how they are composed. Then it
studied the content of the interpreted text, the way of exhibiting the
information in the text, and the style of quoting the texts from their
sources. Thereafter, we dealt with his opinions that were distributed
among criticizing the sources from which he reported his interpretations,
and his discretionary ones, explaining that the sheikh was not reporter
only, but has his own opinion in the invalidation and amendment of the
narrated hadith.

In the third chapter, we dealt with his sources when writing his book.
They are divided into two. The main ones, which mentioned at the
introduction of the book included : Meezan Al-E'itidal and Tahdheebul-
Tahdheeb. In which we explained the sheikh's style when taking from
them and how he quoted the texts, explaining that through statistical
tables that indicate the conformity among texts. In the second part of the
chapter, we dealt with the secondary sources the sheikh adopted such as
Tagreebul-Tahdheeb and others, following the same style in which we
studied the main ones.

The study reached at the following results :

V- Al-Mudhaffar's age is considered one important stages of Njaf
scientific school, in which the conflict was between the
renovation and reformation trend and that which insists to be the
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same. The sheikh was able to be at the same extent of each other,
he made use of the first in his renovation of his thoughts, and
never stick to what is inherent in the hawzawi study, yet he kept
his special identity as a school that is about to be specialized in
jurisprudence and its principles.

Al-Ifsah is considered a unique book of its kind as the school of
Najaf never knew such a book in hagiography. It is the first
hagiographical book that deals with the Sunnite scholars through
their books.

Through his method, the sheikh proved his ability to understand
the others and study deeply hagiography and invalidation and
amendment science of them.

The study was characterized by objectivity and nonalignment to
his sect though it is difficult to research in such subject.

The imprints of his critical and discretionary opinions were clear
in the book, and this indicates that the sheikh was not a collector
of texts, rather, he was researcher and investigator. He used the
mental and the traditional techniques of Ijtihad to prove his
opinion.
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